Nellie Mae
Education
Foundation

Opening Doors to Tomorrow

2007 Fact Sheet

Grantmaking Focus

The Nellie Mae Education Foundation, located in Quincy, Massachusetts, provides grants to New England
institutions and organizations that help improve academic achlevement and access to higher education for
underserved students through four strategic initiatives — Adult Literacy, College Prep, Minority High
Achievement, and Ouf-of-School Matters!. The Foundation also funds research that examines
contemporary educational opportunity issues that affect New Englanders, and convenes educators,
policymakers and community members to influence public policy in education.

Funding

Since its founding in 1998, the Nellie Mae Education Foundation has distributed over $72 million to
promote access, quality and effectiveness of education, especially for underserved populations in New
England.

Our Initiatives

The Foundation works toward improving educational achievement and opportunity by adopting a strategic
and engaged approach to grant making. The Foundation focuses its grant making on student achievement
within four program areas:

» Adult Literacy: Increasing the number of non-traditional, Adult Basic Education/English for
Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) students who transition from New England adult literacy
programs into college, and funding programs that contain explicit strategies geared toward
fostering intergenerational, adult and family literacy.

« College Prep: Increasing the number of underserved students in New England who, through
effective school-postsecondary partnerships, are prepared for admission and success in college.

+« Minority High Achievement: Increasing the number of students of color in New England who
achieve at the highest levels through middle, high school and college-based programs that
exemplify high expectations and intensive academic support.

+ Out-of-School Matters!: Increasing enrollment and improving the academic effectiveness of New
England-based out-of-school programs for underserved, middle school youth and explicitly focus on
improving in-school achievement.






